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T hope Harper
pounces on it’

IVISON
Continued from Page Al

If so, you'd be right — with
his customary vision, Lib-
eral leader Stéphane Dion
has asked Mr. Martin to vol-
untarily withdraw the mo-
tion, which would repeal the
subsection of the act that
makes it discriminatory to
communicate messages that
are “likely to expose a person
or persons to hatred or con-
tempt.”

But the response beyond
the Opposition leader’s of-
fice has been one of loud
approval from many Canad-
ians who feel that provincial
human-rights tribunals have
gone beyond their mandate
in cases such as the recent in-
vestigations into complaints
against former Western Stan-
dard publisher Ezra Levant
and Maclean’s magazine for
publishing material some
Muslim groups found offen-
sive.

Normally, private mem-
bers’ business is of interest to
the sponsoring MP and per-
haps his immediate family.

But the Martin motion has
provoked widespread clam-
our on the Internet, suggest-
ing many feel the scales of
justice that weigh the sup-
pression of hate against free
speech have become heavily
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“There is no require-
ment for an intent to foment
hatred and no defence for
truth or reasonable belief,”
he said.

Mr. Borovoy said he is still
in favour of human-rights
commissions when it comes
to counteracting discrimina-
tion in employment and pub-
lic housing, but feels they
have gone too far in gagging
the free expression of opin-
ion.

Some Liberals, such as
Post online columnist War-
ren Kinsella, believe that Mr.
Martin’s motion would “gut”
the Human Rights Act the
Liberal party passed 30 years

ago. .

"But Mr. Martin said that |
hate crimes, slander and
libel would still be outlawed |
under the Criminal Code,
while his motion would stop
human-rights tribunals im-
posing restrictions on free-
dom of speech using taxpay-
ers’ money.

“We have laws against
hate crimes, but nobody has |
a right not to be offended,” |
he said. “[This provision] is |
being used in a way that the
authors of the Act never en-
visioned.”

The motion is unlikely to
reach the floor of the House
of Commons any time soon
— it is number 211 on a list
of private members’ business
that has only handled 81 bills
and motions in two years
— but Mr. Martin said he has
had interest from MPs on
the government side of the
House who have the ability to
raise the issue in committee.

The former Reform MP
noted that this was an issue
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requlrement
for an intent
to foment hatred

free speech, but also from
civil libertarians who have
spent much of their careers
battling the police, secur-
ity establishment and right-
vnng‘politicia.ns

Alan Borovoy, general
counsel of the Canadian
Civil Liberties Association,
said that the anti-hate pro-
visions of the Criminal Code
are “dubious,” given that it is
not possible to define limits
on what constitutes hatred
or contempt (he cited cases
in which the anti-hate law
has been invoked against
anti-American protesters,
French-Canadian national-
ists, a‘'movie sympathetic to
Nelson Mandela and a book
by Salman Rushdie).

But he said that at least the
Criminal Code demands that
wilful promotion of hatred
has to be proven — some-
thing absent under the hu-
man-rights provisions.

“I hope [Stephen] Harpe:
pounces on it,” he said.

This is not lost on some of
the more extreme commenta-
tors on Stormfront.org.

“[Martin] is of white and
Indian (India) parentage. His
being a Liberal may make it
easier for the Conservatives
to support his motion o1
introduce similar legislation
of their own because now
their supporters — conserva-
tive Christians and neo-cons
like Mark Steyn — are the
latest targets.... It's vital, if
you’re Canadian, that you
phone your MP,” wrote Paul
Fromm.

“Wow. Jews [presumably a
reference to Mr. Levant] and
Liberals are riding to the res-
cue! Can somebody explain
this?” said another forum
member listed as “Folkwise.”

Mr. Borovoy, who grew up
in a “small, working-class
island of Jews in a sea of
anti-semitism” in postwar
Toronto, said he welcomed
Mr. Martin’s initiative and
urged him not to be deterred
by the applause of the “invec-
tive mongers” of the white
supremacist movement.

“We should do it in spite of
them,” he said.
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Liberal MP Keith Martin has introduced a motion calling for
the deletion of a section of the Canadian Human Rights Act.
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