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Mark Steyn:
‘Why don't you sue me?’

Re: ‘Extremists’ And The Muslim Debate,

letter to the editor, Jan. 31.

In their latest missive to you, Naseem

Mithoowani, Khurrum Awan and Muneeza

Sheikh refer to the excerpt from my book pub-

lished in Maclean’s, as a “defamatory article”.
0K, if it’s defamatory, why don’t you sue me?

Cue crickets chirping,.

It’s precisely because the article is not defama-
tory that the “plaintiffs” have had to rig the game
by going to (at last count) three of Canada’s many
“human rights” pseudo-courts. In none of their
plaintive reprises protesting that they’re only
looking for a chance to !
“start a debate” have they
or their patrons at the
Canadian Islamic Con-
gress questioned the ac-
curacy of a single specific
fact, quotation or statistic.
If they wanted to “start a °
debate,” they could start
one, via a blog, column
or book. Instead, they
started a “human rights”
complaint, which is what
people do when they want
to end the debate.

This isn’t merely a
“freedom of speech” issue.
Canada’s Charter, much
to its shame, explicitly
abridges freedom of ex-
pression. However, it does
not abridge the presump-
tion of innocence, which is
guaranteed by the Charter,
as well as by the UN Dec-
laration on Human Rights
and Magna Carta. Yet
there is no “presumption
of innocence” in Section

Mark Steyn

re, there is a presumption of guilt, which is why
no one hauled before the CHRC under Section
13 has ever been acquitted — with the exception
of the “Canadian Nazi Party,” which got off scot-
free on the quaint grounds that it did not, in fact,
exist. (The fact that Richard Warman, “human
rights activist” and the CHRC’s serial plaintiff, is
reduced to suing entirely fictional entities tells
you a lot about how necessary Section 13 is to the
Queen’s peace.)

Alas, if you do have the misfortune to exist in
what passes for the real world at the CHRC, then
your chances of bucking the spectacular 100%
conviction rate are a lot
slimmer. So Maclean’s and
my book will be convicted
because that’s the only
menu option available.
Section 13 and its admin-
istration are a public scan-
dal. I hope Canadians will
support Dr. Keith Martin,
MP, who has introduced a
private member’s bill call-
ing for its abolition.

As for the Osgoode Hall
students’ patron - and, in
fact, the real “complainant,”
at least in the British Col-
umbia suit — the Canadian
Islamic Congress is headed
by Mohamed Elmasry, who
declared on TV that he ap-
proved of the murder of
any or all Israeli civilians
over the age of 18. Good
for him: I don’t begrudge
him his freedom of speech.
But, if he can dish it out so
enthusiastically, shouldn’t
he be able to take it just an
eensy-teensy-weensy bit?
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